
This 1920s-era building, initially constructed as a bank, has been sitting vacant for several years 
before being acquired by the Berks County Convention Center. With the goal of utilizing the 
structure as an expansion of the Santander Arena, the organization contracted Burkey to conduct 
extensive core and shell improvements. 

To get the exterior envelope weather tight, Burkey replaced the existing roof with rubber and 
standing seam metal roofs, installed a new storefront system at the main entrance, and replaced 
several windows. The decorative marble cornice was also in need of repair and re-pointing. Several 
areas of the building’s interior needed to be brought up to updated code standards, including the 
staircases and structural steel elements. Additional interior work included a complete gut of the 
existing mezzanine, wall repair and decorative plaster work in the vaulted great room, and the 
installation of a new elevator.
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